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CRANKY GROUNDHOG 


PROLOGUE 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


CRANKY GROUNDHOG 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


= 


Ps 4 


BUT I HAVE TO 
STAN? HERE! 
WHAT IF MY 

COUSIN FALLS? 


CRANKY GROUNDHOG 


HOLD ON, LITTLE 

PAL! Lb GET 
YOU OUTTA 
THERE! 


YOU GUYS 


I HEARD, I WAS 
GETTIN’ WORRIED - - 


CRANKY GROUNDHOG 


YEAH. KILLED KINGDOK? 


SAID FONE BONE, 
AN’ THIS IS 


FROM THE TOP OF THE 
IS THORN OKAY? IS MOUNTAIN WE SAW 
EVERYTHING ALL COLUMNS OF SMOKE 
RIGHT? COMING FROM 
THE FOREST... 


A FEW DAYS 
AGO! 


IT’S BAD, 
BONE 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


LAST I SAW THORN OH 
SHE WAS RESCUING 
THE GREAT RED DRAGON 
FROM PHONEY BONE’S 
LYNCH MOB. 


DRAGON, BUT AT THAT 
VERY SAME MOMENT, 
THE RAT CREATURES 
INVADED THE VALLEY! 


THAT’S TH’ SMOKE YOU 

SAW! THOSE MONSTERS 

ARE BURNING EVERY FARM 
IN THEIR PATH! 


LUCKILY, AIN’T NOBODY 
BEEN KILT YET, AS FAR AS I 
KNOWS, BUT LOTSA FOLKS |S 
HOMELESS AN’ SCARED! 


WAIT’LL I GET MY TO THIS VALLEY THE RAT 
HANDS ON THAT 
NO-GOOD, SELFISH 
COUSIN OF OURS - - 
HIM AND THAT 
STUPIP STAR SHIRT 
HE ALWAYS WEARS! 


YOU KNOW WHAT THE 
WORST THING IS? BECAUSE 
OF US, THE ENEMY KNOWS 
‘THORN IS A MEMBER OF THE 
LOST ROYAL FAMILY. NOW 
‘SHE’S IN DANGER, TOO. 


MAYBE THAT 
GROUNPHOGS WAS 
RIGHT. WE ARE 
TROUBLE! 


LET’S GET TO THE BOTTOM 
OF THIS “ONE WHO BEARS 
THE STAR* BUSINESS BEFORE 
SSOMEONE REALLY DOES 
GET HURT - - 


CHAP? 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


SHE 
FOUND 
THEM! 

SHE FOUND 
TANNER AN? 
HIS FAMILY! 


SHE SHOULD’VE 
THEY MUST’VE 


STAYED OWN! 
BEEN HIDING THEY’LL NE! 
IN THE ROOT MAKE IT 
CELLAR. ACROSS TH’ 
CLEARING 
WITHOUT 
BEING SEEN! 


HURRY! 
GET IN HERE! 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


WE ARE SWEEPING 
THE AREA FOR 
FLATLANDERS, 

TO MAKE CERTAIN 

THE FARMS ARE 
ABANPONED- ~ 


THEY ARE ABANDONED’ 

WE BURNEP THIS FARM 
YESTERPAY/ WHY ARE YOUR 
WARRIORS STILL MOVING WEST? 
HAVEN’T YOU HEAR? THE 
REPORTS? 


) WE HAVE HEARD 


( PRINCESS ANP THE SMALL 
. BALP CREATURE WHO 
BEARS THE STAR/ 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


RUMORS ARE RUNNING WIL? 
UP ANP DOWN THE FRONT LINES 
THAT KINGPOK IS PEAD/ 


IK GAREN 5 

SPEK ' 

Ye 
- FT 4 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


THEY ARE TURNING 
AROuI 


IND. 
HEADING BACK 
EAST! 


WHAT TH’ HECK YW - ALL THE PATROL A) 
WAS THAT ALL THEY’RE IN A STATE TEAMS ARE RETURNING 
ABOUT? OF CONFUSION - TO THEIR BASE CAMPS 


THEY TO FIND OUT WHAT“ HOW CAN YOU 
seemeo Pretty [THERE ARE RUMORS TELL THAT? 
UPSET ABOUT ) THEIR CHIEFTAIN HAS Mad anien plese 
e SIBBERISH! 


THEY WERE SPEAKING 
NESSEN... 
AN ANCIENT RAT 
CREATURE LANGUAGE I UNDERSTOOD EVERY 
RESERVED FOR LEARN TO SPEAK AN SINGLE WORD THEY 
TIMES OF WAR AN? ANCIENT RAT CREATURE 
MILITARY EMERGENCY. MILITARY LANGUAGE?! 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


WATER FOR YOUR FAMILY 
AT A SMALL CAMP NOT 
FAR FROM HERE, . . 


THE REST OF THE 
VILLAGERS ARE. WE’RE 
GOING TO SEND YOU 

BACK THERE UNTIL 

WE CAN DETERMINE 

THAT THE TOWN 
IS SAFE. 


NO. WE’RE GOING TO 
THE TOWN. IT’S A CLOUDLESS 
NIGHT, SO WE’LL KEEP TO 
THE RAVINES. 

SAM _CAN TAKE THE 
TANNERS BACK TO OUR CAMP. 
TON, WENPELL AND EUCLID, 
YOU KNOW THE ROUTINE. 


ees Se: DON’T KNOW WHAT 


THE RAT CREATURES 


WANT, THORN! THIS 
IS ALL SOME KINDA 
CRAZY MIX-UP! 


THEY’RE 
NOT JUST AFTER 
ME, THEY’RE AFTER 
SOME PRINCESS’ 
2’ INNOCENT, 


WOULP YOU 
BELIEVE ME IF I 
SAIP THE PRINCESS 
WAS INNOCENT, TOO? 
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I pO 
BELIEVE YOu. 
THAT’S THE 

ONLY REASON 

I HAVEN’T LET 

WENDELL AND 
EUCLID 
STRING 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


THIS CAN’T 
BE RIGHT. 
MUST'VE TAKEN 
‘A WRONG 


TURN. 


IT’S GONE? f 
THE ENTIRE Sane 
eearstag THERE’S 

NOTHING 

GONE! LEFT... 


/RE 
STANDING IN IT. 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


PHONEY, WHERE 
WAS THE LAST 
PLACE YOU SAW 


% HIM AN’ HIS PRAGONSLAYIN’ SCHEMES! 
are Z SAY WE KILL HIM RIGHT NOW! | 
HAPPENING! 7 — ‘3 . 

Son. GD 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING, EUCLID? 
7 ) vo 


(ae 


¥ Ss 


4 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


STOP ACTING LIKE AN NO! HE SWINDLED US 
AND DESTROYED 
OUR TOWN! 


ANIMAL. HASN’T THERE BEEN 
ENOUGH 


HE TRICKED US INTO CHASIN’ 
APTER DRAGONS! WE WERE 
AWAY FROM OUR HOMES 


SAVEP HALF THE VILLAGE By 
TAKING YOU UP INTO 
THE MOUNTAINS’ 
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HE DIDN’T 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


WHAT 9O YOU SAY, 
WENDELL? DO WE STRING HIM UP 
OR NOT? 


ITS THORN!/ 
Its THORN! 

SHES TH’ 
PRINCESS!/ 


YEAH, THAT’S RIGHT! 
AN’ THAT MEANS 
GRAN’MA BEN IS HER 
FAIRY GOPMOTHER, SO 
YOU’RE IN BIG TROUBLE, 
Buppy! 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


A PRINCESS? THERE HASN’T YES, Z KNOW THAT. 
HOW? BEEN A 
FROM WHERE?! KINGDOM 
THE ROYAL FAMILY Jf FOR ALMOST 
WAS KILLED IN 


YES, LOOK, I DON’T KNOW IF IT’S 
BUT WHAT DOES TRUE. .. BUT I AM SURE WE 
? YT BE DISCUSSING 


LISTEN UP. THIS WAR CLUB 
BELONGS TO MY FRIEND FONE BONE. 


YEAH, YEAH. 
WE ALL GOT OUR 
UTTLE DELUSIONS OF | 
GRANDEUR. I COULD 


WA 


PST) 


A 
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OLD MAN’S CAVE 


MS LEADING AWAY PROM THE COMPOUND FORGET TaAt! BLAME IME ALL 


INTO THE WOODS. AS FAR AS 3’ YOU WANT, 


Z WANT TO FOLLOW THEIR TRAIL. CONCERNED, TH’ PAL, BUT WATCH 
BONES KILLED YER MOUTH WHEN 


YOU'RE TALKIN’ 
bansatonl ABOUT MY 
COUSINS! 


BUT, THORN, WE HANE I CAN’T ABANDON 
I/LL GO ALONE, A CAMP FULL MY FRIEND! 
IF LANE TO. HURT AND FRIGHTENED 
PEOPLE BACK THERE. 
ARE YOU JUST 
GOING TO ABANDON 
THEM? 


LOOK WHAT £ IN THE HOLLOW 
FOUND! IT’S A j TREE THAT LUCIUS 
NOTE TO AN’ I USE TO PASS 
FONE BONE! YOU FIN? IT? MESSAGES TO EACH 
OTHER. 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


“I HAVE GONE HOME TO ANO HE PUT IT IN 
GRAN’MA’S FARM.” THE TREE FOR YOU 


TO FIND, JON. 
I WROTE THIS THE NIGHT 
I LEFT THE COMPOUND 
SO FONE BONE WOUL? KNOW 
WHERE I WENT... 


WAIT! ARST THING 
. MAYBE ALL OUR IN THE MORNING, WE 
4 know! \F HE’S RIGHT, NEIGHBORS ARE HEAD NORTH TO 
THEN LUCIUS STILL ALIVE! GRAN'MA BEN’S 
BECAUSE HE MIGHT STILL BE PLACE. 
WENT TO ALIVE! 

GRAN’MA BEN’S a 
FARM TO LOOK 

FOR THORN! 


I HAVE TO LOOK 
FOR FONE BONE. 
WILL YOU BE COMING 
WITH ME, PHONCIBLE? 


TN 
(KW 


Ri 


Be eS 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


ME? AFRAID?! HMM. 


you 
AREN’T INVINCIBLE, YOU KNOW. 
YEAW, Right! NECN OT eEN WHAT PO YOU WANT ME 


YOU’RE GONNA ALONE. TO TELL YOUR GRAN’MA 
NEEP A GUY \F YOU GET HURT? 
WITH MY SKILLS 
FOR PROTECTION! 


DON’T WORRY, WENDELL, FAMOUS LAST 
I CAN TAKE CARE WORDS. .. 
OF MYSELF. 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


UM... 
LI THINK THIS MIGHT BE 
FOR ME. 


WE BRING A SHE |S 
MESSAGE WAITING FOR 
TO YOU YOU AT OLD 
FROM YOUR MAN’S CAVE. 
GRANPMOTHER, 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


OLD MAN’S CAVE... 


HOW DO I KNOW I CAN 
TRUST YOU? 


BEFORE I CAN GO TO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE, I 
MUST FIN? MY 
FRIEN? FONE BONE. 


YOU HAVE TO HELP ME, 
DON’T YOU? 
IT IS YOUR buTy. 


YOUR GRANOMOTHER 
BIOS YOU TO JOIN HER 
IMMEDIATELY. 


WE ARE BUT GUIDES. Meas 


YOU ALONE MAY WALK SHOULD I SEARCH 
YOUR PATH. FOR MY FRIEND? 
OR SHOULD 


IGOTO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE? 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


YOUR FRIEND WAS LAST SEEN FAR AWAY IN BUT REMEMBER. . . 
THE EASTERN MOUNTAINS. HE IS RUMORE? TO YOU HAVE A 
HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN THE DEATH OF THE MIGH GREATER DUTY TO 

KINGPOK, AND MANY ARMIES ARE NOW YOUR PEOPLE. 


SEARCHING FOR HIM. . . 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
OLD MAN’S CAVE |S I DON’T KNOW. 1 oar 
ON THE WAY TO YOUR IT’S SO HARD WE’RE STOPPING 
GRANOMOTHER’S TO THINK, FOR THE 
I'LL DECIDE NIGHT! 
GO THERE’ IN THE JON, YOU HAVE 
PERHAPS LUCIUS AN? MORNING. THE FIRST WATCH! 
THE OTHERS ARE ALREADY : 
THERE WAITING FOR 
us’ 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


CAN ANYONE 
HEAR ME? 
I CANNOT MOVE. 


ZT GRANDMOTHER? 
(EB = YES! YES! 


IT IS ME! 


OH, GRANOMOTHER’ 
WHERE HAVE YOU 
BEEN? 


I HAVE SEARCHED 
EVERY WHERE! 


THE HOLLOW 


LON S I AM SO SORRY 
Souvo NOT, pete FOR THE THINGS I SAID! 


PLEASE FORGIVE ME - - 
I WILL NEVER RUN 
AWAY FROM YOU 

AGAIN! 


THAT IS EXACTLY 
WHAT I WANTEP TO 
HEAR. .. NOW BE A 
GOOP GIRL ANP USE YOUR 
SWORP TO CUT THE VINES AWAY 
FROM YOUR ANKLES. 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


el ee fff) 


SS 
NU 


N) 

\ 
\ & 

% 


THE HOLLOW TREE 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 
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CHAPTER TWO DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


WELL, BELIEVE IT. 
FIND OLD SHE SLIPPED OFF 
MAN’S CAVE. IN TH’ MIDDLE OF THE 
THIS WAY. NIGHT WITHOUT SAYIN’ 
MY HAND IN FRONT 4 ‘ A WORD, AN’ NOW 
OF MY FACE. WE’RE WANDERIN’ 
THAT’S YOUR AROUND OUT 
LAST WARMIN, HERE BLIND! 
BONE! 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


RAIN. SHE COULD 
FINO HER WAY IN TH’ 
DARKEST NIGHT 


LIKE SHE 
WAS FOLLOWING 
A MAP, 
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DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


LI CARE THE HARVESTARS WERE THERE’ VE 
BECAUSE WIPED OUT FIFTEEN YEARS BEEN RUMORS FOR YEARS 
SHE’S A AGO WHEN ATHEIA WAS THAT THE LITTLE GIRL 
HARVESTAR! | SACKED! THERE’S NOBODY SURVIVED THE MASSACRE-- 
ALIVE WITH THAT NAME,’ 


«2OR WHERE’S MY 
TUL PICK YOU GRANDPAUGHTER? 
BOTH UP, AN’ WHERE’S THORN? 


KNOCK SOME 
SENSE INTO YOU. 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


SHE WAS WITH 


LUCIUS TOOK OFF 
Aree THORN WITHOUT 
A SECONP THOUGHT 
ABOUT HIS OWN 
SAFETY. 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


I’M F-FREEZING, 
IE BONE. . . 
CAN’T WE 
STOP FOR A 
MINUTE? 


SOMETHING BAP 
HAS HAPPENED! 


OLD MAN’S 


TH’ RATS MARCHED ACROSS 
y B f IERN END OF TH’ VALLEY 
STRAIGHT EAST TO WEST- - 
HAVE ATTACKED! BURNIN’ FARMS AN’ TERRORIZIN’ 
WE’S AT WAR! TH’ POPULACE! 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


wall Sope 
KNOW. } Ae 
i j Per 
COULD THESE BE THE BONE CREATURES 
WHO HAVE SLAIN OUR KING... ? u : 

~ , 

* 
: “of i 

\ i 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


' HERE, ! 
FONE BONE. 
& I BROUGHT SOMETHING 
a) OF YOURS. 
] 
\ \ 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


THAT RESCUE 
WAS AS LAST 
MINUTE AS ANY 


YEAH, THORNY. 
WHICH WAY 


IS Ov 
MAN’S CAVE 
FROM 


2? 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


THAT WAY. OLD MAN’S CAVE 
IS DIRECTLY THAT WAY. 


GREAT! LET’S GET 
GOIN’! GRAN’MA’S 
AWAITIN’ ON US! 


HEY, THORN! YOU/RE WE’RE NOT GOING 
GOING THE WRONG WAY! TO OLD MAN’S CAVE. 
YOu JUST SAID OLD MAN'S THERE’S NOBODY THERE 
CAVE |S THIS WAY! WE CAN TRUST. 


DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


++» BUT, MY LORD, 
I OFFER THESE RUMORS 
OF KINGOOK’S DEATH 
AS PROOF THAT THE BONES ARE 
POWERFUL MAGICIANS . .. 


HOW ELSE CAN WE 
EXPLAIN IT? 
KINGPOK WAS ATTACKED, YES... 
BUT HE LIVES! 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


Two 
TOGETHER ARE 
NECESSARY TO PERFORM 
THE RITUAL... 

YOu KNOW 
THIS... 


MANY ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN 
MADE TO REACH THE 
VEMI-YAN-CARI ... BUT SHE HAS 
AWAKENED AND REPELS OUR CALLS ... 


THERE ARE OTHER WAYS TO 
SHIFT THE - - 


ENOUGH ABOUT 
THIS STAR BBARBR! 
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DRAGONS IN THE EARTH 


MASTER... THE FLAT-LANDERS ARE 
PLEASE DO NOT BE ANGRY... BECOMING DISCONNECTED ... 
OUR PLAN IS WORKING! ‘THE STAR BEARER HAS HELPED 


By SOWING SEEDS OF DISTRUST 
OUR MILITARY OBJECTIVE... TO 


CAUSE WIDESPREAD FEAR AND 
PANIC HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED .. . 
WE HAVE SWEPT ACROSS THE VALLEY 
ANO BACK .. . DESTROYING EVERY THE BALANCE IS SHIFTING! 

FARM IN OUR PATH... i sil SOON YOU WILL BE FREE... 


OO YOU NOT FEEL IT? 


THEN HEAR ME, O LORD... 
THE PRINCESS SURELY HAS THE 
POWER TO FREE YOU... 
BUT SHE ALSO HAS THE 
STRENGTH TO DESTROY YOu - - 


I MERELY PROPOSE THAT THE 
VBNI-YAN-CARI IS MORE 
POWERFUL ANO POSES 

A GREATER RISK 
‘SHOUL? IT BECOME 
NECESSARY TO PERFORM 
A SACRIFICE... 


PLEASE... MY LORD, 
\F YOU COULD SEE THE OMEN ... 
YOU WOUL? KNOW THAT THE 


ONE WHO BEARS THE STAR . YBS ooo 
YOU ARB RIGHT. « « 


1S A VENI-YAN-CARI .. 
THE TWO OF US WILL BE 
ABLE TO SHIFT THE DREAMING 
+++ AND WITH LESS 
RISK TO YOURSELF. 
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OLD MAN’S CAVE 


CHAPTER THREE PROTECTION SPELL 


OLD MAN’S 


WOULP YOU 
GUYS MIN? KEEPIN’ 
IT DOWN IN 

HERE? 


JUST A FEW MORE 
DAYS, TEP, UNTIL 
WE FINISH OUR 


THESE WARM SUMMER DAYS 
AIN’T GONNA LAST 
FOREVER, THORN. 

YOU DON’T HURRY UP, 
WE GONNA BE HIDIN’ 
FROM THE RAT CREATURES 
IN A SNOWBANK! 


CAVE 


AIN’T IT HAR? ENOUGH I’M 
PATROLLIN’ THE AREA TRYIN’ TO 
KEEP YOU GUYS UN-SEEN, 
YOU GOTTA GO ALL 
WHOOPIN’ IT UP SO I 
GOTTA KEEP YA UN-HEARD 
TOO?! 


PLAN? 
THE ONLY THING I 
SEE YOU PLANNIN’ IS 
A RAID ON TH’ 


ATTACK HIM, HUH? 
TES’ TH’ FOUR OF US? 
WE GONNA WALK 
RIGHT INTO TH’ 
RAT CREATURES’ CAMP 
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I’M NOT SURE I 9O! 
IF ANYBODY WANTS MY 
ADVICE, AN’ CLEARLY 
NO ONE BOES, 

I SAY WE NEED 
TO GET TO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE! 


PROTECTION SPELL 


HE’S RIGHT, THORN. 
WE CAN’T 
DO THIS ALONE. 
GRAN’MA BEN AND ALL 
THE VILLAGERS ARE 


FONE BONE, WE’RE 
NOT GOING TO OLD 
MAN’S CAVE. THERE’S 
NO ONE THERE WE 
CAN TRUST. 


ALL RIGHT, I’M GOIN’. 
BUT WHEN THIS IS ALL 
OVER, GRAN’MA BEN 
GONNA SGUISH ME 
LIKE A BUG FOR 
DISOBEYIN’ HER. 


YEAH, OKAY... 


IT’S JUST THAT MAYBE 
I DON’T UNDERSTAND? 
TH’ PLAN. 


ARE YOU SURE 
ABOUT GRAN’MA BEN? 
‘CAUSE 
TO TELL TH’ TRUTH, 
I KINDA MISS HER. 
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I SAID NO. 


NOW, PLEASE GO 
BACK ON PATROL, 
AN? MAKE SURE THAT 
ANYONE WHO COMES 
THIS WAY- - ANY BIRD, ANY ANIMAL, 
OR ANY INSECT- - ANYONE - - 
IS TURNED AWAY WITHOUT 
SEEING US. 


I’M GOING TO FIX 
SOME SUPPER. 
WOULP YOU MIN? 
HANDING ME SOME OF 
THAT FUEL, 
SMILEY? 


WE CAN WORK 
ON OUR PLAN 
WHILE WE EAT. 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


YEAH, HOW ARE WE WE KNOW HE HAS YEAH, THORN, 
GONNA GET THE AN ARMY THAT’S OUT WHO IS 
HOODED ONE? HUNTING FOR YOU AND THIS GUY, 
WE DON’T KNOW NOTHIN’ oul ANYWAY? 
ABOUT HIM EXCEPT THAT 
HE APPEARS IN YOUR 
DREAMS. 


Z DON’T KNOW. THERE’S A .. BUT ID W 
PROTECTIVE SPELL AROUND THE wee 
HOOPED ONE SIMILAR TO 
TH EP AND I 
PUT AROU Aescael 
poy ttle asf THE HOODED ONE 
DRAWS HIS POWER FROM 
DREAM BEING CALLED 
THE LORD OF THE 
Locusts. 


THE MORE FEAR HE 
CAUSES, THE MORE 
POWERFUL HE 
BECOMES’ 
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PROTECTION 


I BEMEVE HE 
SO WHY’S HE WANTS US BOTH FOR 
WANT YOU AN’ THE SAME PURPOSE ... 
PHONEY? 


LOCUSTS, WHO 
IS TRAPPED IN 


WHOA, WAIT A MINUTE. 
I DON’T GET IT... 
yOu HAVE A POWER, 

SO YOU MIGHT 

BE USEFUL, BUT 
PHONEY DOESN’T! 
WHAT’S SO SPECIAL 
ABOUT PHONEY? 


WELL, DURING THE 
COW RACE HE TURNED 
THE TOWNSPEOPLE 
AGAINST GRAN’MA BEN... 


SPELL 


THE HOODED ONE 
THINKS YOUR COUSIN AN? 
I HAVE THE POWER 
TO HELP FREE HIM. 


THEN HE RILED UP FEAR AND 
ANGER AT THE DRAGONS 
FOR HIS PRAGONSLAYER 

SCAM! 


THAT’S EXACTLY THE 
KIND OF THING THAT FEEDS 


ALL TH’ HIGH SOCIETY 
MUCKETY-MUCKS 
INTO THE RIVER WITH 
A GIANT CAMPAIGN 
BALLOON OF HIMSELF’ 


5a = 


BUT 
WE’RE WALKING INTO A 
NIGHTMARE AND WE NEED 
TO BE CAREFUL. 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


THAT’S WHY THE 
RAT CREATURES ARE 
ATTACKING THE VALLEY. 
EVERY FAMILY THAT IS 


TERRORIZED BRINGS HIM 
ONE STEP CLOSER TO THE 
POWER HE NEEDS TO 
RELEASE HIS 
MASTER. 


BECAUSE ONCE THE 
LORD OF THE LOCUSTS «+» LORD OF A 
IS FREE, HE HAS TO NIGHTMARE EARTH. 
FIN? A MORTAL FORM 
TO INHABIT. 


\F HE TAKES OVER THE 
HOODED ONE’S BODY, 
THE HOOVDED ONE WILL BECOME 
THE MOST POWERFUL BEING 
IN THE WORLD. 


THAT’S IT, 


THORN. 
PACK YOUR STUFF. 
WE’RE GOING TO 
OLD MAN’S CAVE 
RIGHT NOW! 


YOU TRUST HER?! 
JEEZ, THORN! 
YOU/RE 
FREAKING ME 


YOU REMEMBER 
THE STORY 
GRAN’MA TOLD US 
ABOUT THE NIGHT 
MY PARENTS WERE 


THIS IS CRAZY, : our 
SITTING OUT 
HERE/ 
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PROTECTION SPELL 


YES. 
WE WERE 
BETRAYED. 
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OLD MAN’S CAVE 


_ y- 
COME, COME. ed 
IT. IS NO USE HIDING. oe WHO DARES TO 


I KNOW YOU ARE TRESPASS ON ROQUE JA’S 
THERE. MOUNTAIN? 


PROTECTION SPELL 


LEADER OF THE RAT 
CREATURE TRIBES TO 
VISIT MY HUMBLE 


YOU ASK A FAVOR OF ME? 
BAH! YOUR JOURNEY HAS 
BEEN IN VAIN, HOLY ONE - ~ 


FAR TO ASK A BOON 
OF YOU... 


SHOULD HAVE DELIVERED THAT 


THE TIME FOR ALLIANCES 4 
IS PAST. YOUR LACKEY KINGPOK 
MESSAGE TO YOU... 


OR PERHAPS HE DIDON’T 
HAVE ENOUGH OF HIS THROAT 
LEFT TO SPEAK WITH! 


MAN’S CAVE 


= 
YOU’/RE LOOKING 
BETTER THAN THE 
LAST TIME I mata MD 


PROTECTION SPELL 


CONTROL YOURSELF, 
HON... 
YOU TRY MY PATIENCE... 


YOUR LITTLE SPELLS DON’T 
FRIGHTEN ME, STICK-EATER. 
STATE YOUR BUSINESS 
OR BE OFF. 


HERE TODAY IS OF A MORE 
HUMBLE SORT... . 


MANY ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN 
MADE BY MY GREATEST WARRIORS 
TO OBTAIN THESE CREATURES, 
BUT ALL HAVE FAILED ME. . . 


SOME TIME I HAVE BEEN SEARCHING 
FOR THREE STRANGERS FROM ANOTHER 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


YES, I’VE CAPTURED THEM... 
TWICE, IN FACT. WHAT DO YOU 
WANT THEM FOR? ° 


THE HARVEST MOONS : ALL MAGIC IS STRONGER WHEN 
WHAT ae watts bes "J ONE USES THE NATURAL WAXING AND 
STICK-EATER? WANING OF THE DREAMING RHYTHMS .. 


I TRIED TO GIVE THEM TO I DIO END UP WITH HIS 
YOU ONCE ALREADY. TONGUE, OF COURSE, BUT 
BUT KINGPOK INSISTED I I WILL WANT MORE 
LEAVE THEM WITHOUT 
PROPER COMPENSATION. 


4 


\ V4 
Ww IRN Vd 


PROTECTION SPELL 


I WILL HAVE COMPLETE : y NOT SO FAST, STICK-EATER. 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE EASTERN RITUAL MAGIC ON THE HARVEST 
MOUNTAINS NORTH OF a5 4 MOON, BH? 


THE OLD TEMPLE. ‘ ° YOU MUST HAVE 
-* GREAT PLANS... 


I WANT TO BE WELL REWARDED. 


YOUR HAIRY MEN WILL CRINGE Ler US TUST SAY THAT 5 
TO ME ONE EIGHTH OF THEIR PO NOT WISH THERE TO BE ANY 


SPOILS. eee | THE PRINCESS? OF WHAT RIVALS AT MY PARTY. 
. : USE IS A DEAP BODY 


AT A SACRIFICE? 


YOU WILL HAVE A FULL 
QUARTER IF YOU ALSO BRING 
TO ME THE DEAD BODY 


DONE. I WILL 
BRING YOU 
YOUR BONE 

CREATURES. 


“b6Ve 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


ay 


PHONEY 
‘ BONE? 


YEAH, YEAH, 
GREAT, JON, 
Quit LIKE I BEEN 
SHOUTING. SLEEPIN’ ON 
MAN-- A 4 ROSK£OR 
A A WEEK. 


YOU HAVE! 
YOU HAD A FEVER 
AN’ YOU WERE 
DELIRIOUS. 


WHAT? DAYS! 


HOW LONG WAS YOU WERE OUT 
I OUT? 


FOR A LONG 
TIME- - 
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PROTECTION SPELL 


a 
WE DIDN’T KNOW THEY 
WERE THE ELITE 
} ROYAL GUARDIANS 
OF THE DREAMING! , OH. 
WAIT A MINUTE - - 
IT’S ALL COMING 
BACK TO ME... 


2635 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


NOW, PHONCIBLE, 
IT’S NOT THAT BAD. 
Z/LL TELL YOU WHAT; 
eee 
; AVE : 
OF THE VALLEY, Z PROMISE NOT TO 


PLEASE : eae 


5 THIS PLACE IS 

WHAT’S THE A SANCTUARY. IT IS THE PHONEY, THAT BACK IN THE 
DEAL WITH ALL CENTER OF ALL THAT IS. ) | DAYS OF THE KINGOM, 
THESE MYSTIC TRANSCENDENT IN A MY FAMILY USE? TO 

WARRIORS? TRAIN HERE WITH THE 

THIS PLACE ae VENI-YAN WARRIORS. 
LOOKS LIKE AN j Z 

ARMY CAMP. 


By CONCENTRATING ON 
OUR KINSHIP WITH THE 
REST OF CREATION. 


A GREAT RIVER 
THAT FLOWS AROUND? US 
IN ALL DIRECTIONS . 


@ \ 
“ue p> 54 
S| \GrMtaa + 
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PROTECTION SPELL 


WHEN WE PREAM, WE PEER 
THROUGH A FOGGY GLASS §} 
INTO THE RIVER 
AN? SEE A WORLD THAT 
IS CONNECTED TO ALL 
OTHER LIVING THINGS. 


THERE’S MORE TO THE 
WORLD THAN WHAT YOU 
SEE WITH YOUR EYES, 
YOU’RE PHONCIBLE. 
STARTIN’ TO 
SCARE ME, 
GRAN’MA. 


COME. 
I WANT 
TO SHOW YOU 
SOMETHING. 


THAT DREAMING WORLD? EXISTS 
EVEN WHEN WE ARE AWAKE, 


Pree! YOU ARE, 
: i WITHOUT A POUBT, 
NOTHIN’ THE MOST 
IMPORTANT. MATERIALISTIC 
PERSON I KNOW. 


THESE PICTURES TELL 
A STORY. ANP THIS IS 
IE VERY BEGINING. 


BACK 
WHEN THE 
DRAGONS RULED 
THE EARTH... 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


WHEN THE WORLD WAS VERY, VERY 
NEW, THE FIRST DRAGON WAS A 
GQQUEEN NAMED MIM. MIM MAINTAINED 
THE DREAMING BY WATCHING ITS FLOW 
AND KEEPING IT BALANCED. 


THE DREAMING |S A THING 
OF GREAT DELICACY, AND BALANCE 
IS MOST IMPORTANT. 


THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS WAS A 
NIGHTMARE BEING WITHOUT SHAPE OR 
FORM WHO COULD EXIST ONLY 
IN THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


BUT HE WANTE? TO MOVE IN 


OuR WORLP TOO, AND TO DO < 
THAT - - TO BECOME PART OF 
OUR CRUDE REALITY - - HE WOULD 
HAVE TO TAKE POSSESSION OF A 
MORTAL BEING’S FLESH! 


MIM WATCHED THE DREAMING 
WITH CARE, AND ALL 
CREATURES LIVED 
TOGETHER IN PEACE AND 


«+. UNTIL ONE DAY A SPIRIT 
KNOWN AS THE LOR? OF 
THE LOCUSTS BECAME UNHAPPY. 


HE CHOSE MIM, QUEEN 
OF THE DRAGONS, THE 
MOST POWERFUL DREAMER 
IN THE WORLD. 


DRAGONS 
AREN’T 
IMMORTAL? 


DRAGONS LIVE FOR A VERY 
LONG TIME, BUT THEY ARE 
MORTAL. EVERYTHING 
IN OUR WORLP IS MORTAL. 


THE LORD OF THE LOCUSTS 
ENTERED HER MIND AND 
THE QUEEN OF THE DRAGONS 
WENT MAB. BALANCE WAS LOST, 
AN? THE WORLD WENT DARK. 


TO SAVE THE WORLD, ALL THE 
OTHER DRAGONS HAP TO MOVE 
AGAINST HER! THEY TURNEO HER 

TO STONE, AND THEY TRAPPED THE LORD 
OF THE LOCUSTS INSIDE HER FOREVER! 


YES, ALIVE. 

HE CAN FAINTLY 
COMMUNICATE WITH BEINGS 
WHO HAVE UNUSUALLY STRONG 
DREAMS, BUT TO THIS DAY 
HE LIES ENCASED IN THE STONE 
CARCASS OF THE 
GQUEEN OF THE DRAGONS. 
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PROTECTION SPELL 


SO THEY BEGAN TO SEARCH 
FOR A HUMAN THEY COULD? 
TRUST, AN? THEY Rahal A YOUNG 


VEN HARVESTAR, THE FIRST 
AFTER THE FRIGHT CAUSED BY THEIR GQUEEN OF THE HUMANS. 
GQQUEEN, THE HIGH COUNCIL OF PRAGONS SHE WAS MY ANCESTOR, 
NO LONGER FELT THEY SHOULD BE THE RAND THORN’S ANCESTOR. 
SOLE GUARDIANS OF THE DREAMING. . 


THESE COINS 
WERE FORGED BY THE DRAGONS DEAL. 
AS A TOKEN OF THE COVENANT 
BETWEEN OUR TWO RACES TO SOMEONE 
UPHOLD AND MAINTAIN THE BALANCE WANTS 


TO FREE THE 
OF THE DREAMING... (Gee OF THE 


LocusTsS.. 


LET’S SKIP AHEAD TO DO IT. 
A FEW GENERATIONS. 
WHAT’S THIS GOT 


THE BEST INFORMATION 
WE HAVE |S THAT 
THE RAT CREATURES 
AN? A ROGUE VENI-YAN q 
WARRIOR CALLED 
THE HOOPED ONE 
S| ARE SEARCHING FOR YOU 
IN ORDER TO FREE 
THE ANCIENT LORD 
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OLD MAN’S CAVE 


BUT THE PRAGONS WON’T HELP US. 
I’M INNOCENT! i THAT’S WHY I’VE GATHERED THE 
I DON’T } REMAINING VENI-YAN AND 
KNOW ANYTHING REOCCUPIED OLD MAN’S CAVE, 
ABOUT THIS! IF NEED BE, WE CAN MAKE 
GO GET THE DRAGON! A LAST STAND HERE. 
YOU HAVE TO STOP 


YES, LUCIUS HAS 
GOOP OL’ ALWAYS BEEN ALL THIS LOCusT 
Lucius’ VERY SPECIAL STUFF IS JUST A SIMPLE 
HELL SAVE US! TO MY MISUNDERSTANDING! 
WE'LL GET IT ALL 
STRAIGHTENEP OUT, 
THEN ME AN’ MY COUSINS 


BECAI THAT’S RIDICULOUS’ «+. AT LEAST NOT 
ARE Caen eaeoaT LUCIUS AND I NEVER EVEN UNTIL IT WAS 
HE TOLD ME YOU COURTED. WHY, HE WASN’T TOO LATE. 
TWO WERE ALMOST EVEN SWEET ON ME... 
MARRIED ONCE. 
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YOUR 
HIGHNESS. 
LUCIUS DOWN 
HAS RETURNED 
FROM 
PATROL. 


PROTECTION SPELL 


ANY ; DON’T BE. THORN IS 
SIGN OF MY NO IF ANYONE COULD USING ALL HER 


TER, FIND THEM, IT wouLtp }/ SKILLS TO THROW 
oRNTICUS? ‘ BE YOu. US OFF HER TRAIL. 
I’M AFRAID 


OR THE MISSING 
oe 2 THE DRAGON 
oe! WAS A GOOD 


TEACHER. dl 


2 HAVENT THERE’ LL 
BXACTLY GIVEN HER ; FO KEEP APATN ( 
CLEAR TO THE 
SOUTH IF WE 
SEND A UNIT TONIGHT. 


THERE’S MORE BAD NEWS, 
ROSIE. THE RAT CREATURES 
ARE ON THE MOVE 
AGAIN. THE HOOPER ONE 
IS SETTING UP 
ENCAMPMENTS ON 
ALL SIDES OF US. 


YOU’RE LUCKY SOMEBODY’S 
BE, LOOKIN’ OUT FOR YOU, 
GO! 3 RUNT. OTHERWISE 
WHAT’RE YA I’P TWIST YER SCRAWNY 
WAITIN’ ON, : NECK! 
YA BIG APE?! 


YEAH, YEAH. I HEAR THAT 
ALOT LATELY. 
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OLD MAN’S CAVE 


WHO IS THIS 
HOOVED ONE 
ANYWAY? 


OKAY, OKAY, JUST FOR THE 
SAKE OF ARGUMENT, SUPPOSE 
ALL THIS DREAM STUFF 
IS REAL... 


.. WHAT WOULD ACTUALLY WHY, 
HAPPEN IF THE HOODED ONE THE END OF 
MANAGED TO SET THE LORD THE One: 
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PHONCIBLE. WE WON’T 
GIVE UP THE VALLEY 
WITHOUT A FIGHT. 


NOW IF YOU'LL 
EXCUSE ME, 
I’D BETTER 


GO CHECK OUR 
PROVISIONS. 


CHAPTER FOUR 


I DON’T 
WEAR PANTS’ 
AN’ IF I 1D, T 
WOULPN’T NEED ‘EM 
FOR A BATH? 


DON’T BE 
SO Loup, 
SMILEY. 
REMEMBER WHAT 
TEP TOL? US 
ABOUT BEING 
Loup? 


WOLF CALL 


PuFF! pure 
KEEP YOUR 


PANTS 
ON! 


I’M NOT BEIN’ SHE’S IN THE 
Loup. BARN LOOKING 
THROUGH HER 

HEY! WHERE’S GRANOMOTHER’S 


THORN? STUFF. 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


HEY! cone ne ee 


BATHE? 
WATCH WHAT , Ly 
YOU’RE DOING! vee Rc uTien 


THAT’S MY BATHWATER 
YOU’RE SPILLIN’! 


OH! BUT IT’S 
NOT A RAT CREATURE, 


Y’KNOW, FONE BONE, IT FEELS 
GOOP TO BE BACK AT 
GRAN’MA BEN’S FARMHOUSE. 
IT’S ALMOST LIKE BEING 
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WELL, WHAT DOES SHE 
WANT? ARE WE GONNA STAY 
HERE, OR ARE WE GONNA GO 

TO OLD MAN’S CAVE? 


WOLF CALL 


I DON’T THINK SHE 
WANTS TO DO EITHER. 
SHE JUST WANTS TO 

GET SOME THINGS AND 

GO BACK TO THE 


MOUNTAINS. 


GRAN’MA BEN, 
ISN’T IT? 
THORN DOESN’T 
TRUST HER 
ANYMORE. 


NOPE. 
SHE DOESN’T 
TRUST HER. 


WELL, I THINK THORN 
WRONG. 

I THINK WE CAN TRUST 
GRAN’MA BEN, AND WE 
SHOULD GO MEET HER AT 
OLD MAN’S CAVE, 
LIKE TED WANTS US TO! 
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... BUT UNTIL THORN 
CHANGES HER MIND, 
WE'LL JUST HAVE 
TO BE PATIENT. 


OLD 


I SURE HOPE SO. 

A PLAN TO SAVE US 
FROM THE RAT 
CREATURES, ANP TO DEAL 
WITH THEIR LEADER, 
THE HOODED ONE. 


MAN’S CAVE 


AT 
LEAST UNTIL 
WE HEAR THIS 


YOU THINK SHE 
REALLY HAS 
A PLAN? 


THE PLAN IS TO 
SNEAK INTO THE 
RAT CREATURES’ 
ENCAMPMENT 
AN? ASSASSINATE 
IE Hi 


2 ~ 
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I’VE MADE 
ARRANGEMENTS WITH TE? 
FOR THE BOTH OF YOU TO 

STAY HERE AT THE 
FARMHOUSE, 


WOLF CALL 


THE REASON I 
HAVEN’T TOLD YOU 
ABOUT IT 
IS BECAUSE 
I’M GOING 
ALONE. 


TEP WILL HELP YOU 
FIND FOOD. 
YOU'LL BE SAFER 
HERE THAN YOU 
WOULD BE AT 
OLD MAN’S CAVE. 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


THIS DOESN’T 
INVOLVE YOU. 


\ = 
(IAAI Poa 


NOT TO MENTION THAT 
I’VE BEEN CHASED OFF CLIFFS, 
PUSHED OFF WATERFALLS, RAINED 
UP EVERY 
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WOLF CALL 


ALMOST EVERY NIGHT SHE SEEMS SPLIT IN TWO... 


GRAN’MA BEN APPEARS TO 
MEN APREAR ner rane, ne 0 ore 


BUT SOMETHING IS WRONG. me S SRANTIMA BENS BATTLING 


FOR POSSESSION 
OF ME. 


EVEN WHEN IT MEANT 
YOUR OWN LIVES 


Ai eRe 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 
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WENDELL, HAVE 
YOUR MEN DIG IN. 
REMEMBER, YOU ARE 
OUR LAST LINE 


WOLF CALL 


WE MUST NOT 
LET THE RAT 
CREATURES CROSS 
THIS RIVER. IF WE 00, 
OLD MAN’S CAVE 
WILL BE 
SURROUNDED. 


THIS IS GOOD - - 
WE SPLIT UP 
HERE. 


CAPTAIN KNOTT, MOVE YOUR 
MEN FORWARD IN A LINE 
AN? HOLD. WAIT FOR THE 
SIGNAL. 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


TONATHAN, I WANT SON, YOU MOVE UP THE WE ARE WELL 
YOU TO GO UP THE MIDDLE NORTH BANK AND TRAINED TO 
QUIET AS A GHOST. KEEP YOUR EYES PEELED - - SEE. 
IF YOU SEE THE ENEMY, SNEAK OR WHATEVER IT IS YOU 
BACK AN? WARN OUR BOYS DO WITH THAT HOOD 
TO PREPARE THE < PULLED OVER YOUR FACE. 


ocd not ENGAGE THE ... WE HAVE TO KEEP THOSE 


ENEMY! YOUR TOB IS TO RATS FROM CROSSING THE RIVER. 


WARN OUR BOYS... 


WOLF CALL 


IS IT REALLY 
you --? 


YOU CANNOT 


KNOW HOW PAINFUL re! MY BABY SISTER ...?7 HOW IS 
IT HAS BEEN TO 4 ; ts ROSE? HAVE YOU TAKEN GOOD 
BE APART FROM ae S CARE OF HER? 

YOU... , 


I HAVE 
ACHED TO BE 
WITH YOU... 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


HOW SWEET IT IS 
TO SEE YOU... 


HOW CAN THIS BE, BRIAR? 
YOU WERE KILLED THAT NIGHT 
ON THE MOUNTAIN PASS - - THE 
NIGHT THORN’S PARENTS 
WERE MURDERED. .. 


ROSE 
SAW YOU - - 
YOUR BODY WAS 
CUT IN TWO. 


AN? YET... HERE YOU 
ARE... AS BEAUTIFUL AS 
YOU EVER WERE IN LIFE... 


THAT IS BECAUSE I 
FOUND SOMETHING 
BETTER THAN 
ure! 


WOLF CALL 


w 
> 
< 
Uv 
“ 
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WOLF CALL 


STILL 
NO WORD 
FROM LUCIUS 
DOWN. 


WE/VE SENT OUT 
A TEAM OF 
WARRIORS TO 
RE-ESTABLISH 
CONTACT. 


MOST OF THE 
VILLAGERS ARE 
SAFELY IN 
THE CAVE. 


NOW WHERE WERE WE, 
PHONCIBLE? 


I THOUGHT NOT. 


PLEASE KEEP 
THE CAMP ON 
ALERT, 
CAPTAIN. 


YOU WERE TALKING 
ABOUT MY SOUL. 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


AH, YES, YOUR SOUL IS THAT BIT EACH OF US, IN FACT, IS 
OF THE DREAMING THAT MAKES YOU A SMALL CONCENTRATED BIT OF 
YOu. 


Ss 
THE GREAT DREAMING RIVER THAT 
iS. 


FLOWS ALL AROUND U 
YEAH, YEAH. 
EVERYTHING’S ey 


THORN IS SUCH A PERSON. 
PERHAPS YOU ARE TOO. 


IT - - IT’S THE GITCHY FEELIN’... 

THAT TERRIBLE FEELING THAT MAKES 

GRAN’MA? YOUR HEAD SWIM AND YOUR LEGS 
‘ WOBBLE! IT’S A POWERFUL OMEN 


WHAT’S ’ 
WRONG? > - OF BAD THINGS TO COME: 
e 0 
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YES, I... I JUST HOPE 
THAT MY GRANDDAUGHTER 
IS SAFE.... 


WHAT HAPPENED? YOUR MAJESTY! 
LOOK! LOOK AT 

THE EASTERN 

MOUNTAINS! 


THAT’S THE MOUNTAIN 
RANGE WHERE THE LORD OF 
THE LOCUSTS LIES 
ENTOMBED IN STONE. 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


THE RATS 
CAUGHT US BY 
THE RIVER AND 
SLAUGHTERED US. 
IF REINFORCEMENTS 
HADN’T ARRIVED, WE 
WOULD’VE BEEN 
FINISHED. 


Lucius’ 
WHAT HAPPENED? 


IT’S ALL MY FAULT, ROSE. 


THE RAT CREATURES 
HAVE US COMPLETELY 
SURROUNDED, 


YOuR HIGHNESS’ 


bucius 
IS OUTSIDE 
THE CAMP! 
HE ANP HIS MEN 
ARE BEING 
PURSUED BY 
RAT CREATURES’ 


I SHOULP HAVE 
BEEN WITH 
you. 


CALM. BE CALM, 
WE MUST PREPARE 
FOR OUR FINAL STAND, 


I WISH YOU 
HAD BEEN... 


HERE. TAKE HIM. 
I DON’T KNOW IF 
HE’S STILL 
ALIVE OR NOT. 


I JUST PRAY 
THAT THORN 
\S SAFE... 
WHEREVER 
‘SHE IS. 


WOLF CALL 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


CHAPTER FIVE BLOOD MOON 


BRIAR, s I CAN’T EXPLAIN IT, 
RE BUT IT IS TRUE. 


IT WAS 
I’M Sui 
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OLD MAN’S CAVE 


IT MUST BE py OS 
OF THE LOCU: 

HE’S KEPT HER ANE 
THESE \ 


I’M SORRY, ROSE. 


-THE DRAGONS ARE GOING 
“ UNDERGROUND FOR GOOD. 


WE FACE THE END ALONE. 


DRAGON BY MY SIDE 
I WAS UNABLE TO SWAY 
THEM. 


Cr 


BLOOD MOON 


HE’S THE ONE 
THE RAT CREATURES ARE 
AFTER. THEY TORE UP THE 
VALLEY LOOKING FOR HIM. 


4 EVEN IF HE WAS ALL 
YEAH! NOW THE RAT CREATURES 
HAVE US SURROUNDED! IF HE’S THE RAT CREATURES 
ALL THEY WANT, LET’S : 
HAN? HIM OVER! 


AO5S 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


BLOOD MOON 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


EVERYONE WAS IN 
DANGER AS LONG AS 
I STAYEP THERE... 


«..2’M THE ONE THE 
RAT CREATURES WANT. 
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BLOOD MOON 
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OLD MAN'S CAVE 


y 


.) 
» Sil 
eee IT IT IS NOT yOu rt = «+ AND HS 
AM APTER ... TONIGHT FRIEND, THE PRINCESS! 
THE WHO 
BEARS THE STAR... yl 
.\ e, 


BLOOD MOON 
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OLD MAN’S CAVE 


BLOOD MOON 
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OLD MAN’S CAVE 


Stn -" Gaia 
SHE MIGHT BE HURT! 
. 46 a 
PP 
; ad 
hs 


...BUT JUST BARELY. 
YOU MUST HURRY 
OR SHE WILL 
DIE. 


BLOOD MOON 


vets G0! we Have to 


SAVE HER! 


YOU - - YOU’RE NOT COMING 
WITH ME? 
THE HIGH COUNCIL OF DRAGONS 
HAS FORBIDDEN IT. 
A I MUST REMAIN APART. 


THE VALLEY IS 
COUNTING ON 
you. 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 


HE’S TAKING 
THEM 
THERE! 


CON! 
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BLOOD MOON 


I/LL GET MYSELF BACK. 
YOU HAVE TO BEAT THAT 
LION TO PHONEY - 
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OLD MAN’S CAVE 


BLOOD MOON 


IT SEEMS YOUR LUCK HAS 
RUN OUT... 
{PERHAPS YOU ARE NOT AS POWERFUL 
A MYSTIC AS YOU THOUGHT .... 


, BUDDY, I’M NOT 
ANY KIN? OF MYSTIC. AND 
I NEVER THREATENED YOU! 


THIS IS ALL JUST 
= SO) 


Bi CRAZY MIX-uP! 
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OLD MAN’S CAVE 


[~~ SILENCE... 
FROM THIS MOMENT ON YOUR DESTINY |S 
WITH ME... 


TOGETHER WE WILL FREE OUR MASTER 
. +» THE ANCIENT LORD OF an 

‘THE Locusts a 

r / 


THE BLOO? MOON WAXES FULL... WF YOU 90 NOT JOIN WITH 
THE FORCES OF THE ME WILLINGLY ... = AM 
DREAMING .... AN? OUR MASTER ... ARE PREPARED TO RISK THE RITUAL 
BEING ORAWN CLOSER 
TO THE STONE SURFACE THAT 
SEPARATES US ... 


{ A... MISTAKE... ? 
2 A MistaKe? 


9O YOU CALL THIS ... 
A MISTAKE? ff 
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BLOOD MOON 
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OLD MAN’S CAVE 


YOU CHASED ME ALL OVER 


FONE BONE |S 


GONNA BE CRANKY 


WHEN HE FINDS 


CAUGHT IT AND LET 
THE AIR OUT 
OF IT! I THOUGHT 
you Di0! 

IT MUST HAVE 
FLOATED 
HERE ACROSS THE 
DESERT. 


CREATURE |S NOT 
A NENI-YAN-CARI. 
LET HIM GO! 


IT’S PHONEY’S 
CAMPAIGN BALLOON! 
THE ONE THAT CHASED 
MISS CRAB-BONE INTO 
THE RIVER! 


THIS IS WHY YOU’VE 
BEEN SEARCHING FOR ME?! 
IT’S A CAMPAIGN 
BALLOON! THE BANNER 
USED TO SAY: 
PHONCIBLE P. BONE 
WILL GET YOUR 
VOTE!’ 


YEAH! THE SAME 
BALLOON THAT GOT US 
RUN OUT OF 
BONEVILLE IN THE 
FIRST PLACE. 


I WILL NOW USE MY 
SCYTHE ... TO CONNECT 
YOUR SOUL ... ARECTLY TO 
THE LIVING ROCK... 


AH, WELCOME, ROSE HARVESTAR .. 
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MY SISTER... . 


BLOOD MOON 


I CONFESS, MY SISTER... HERE ... 
THAT SEEING YOU ALIVE IS 
QUITE AMAZING .. . 


THE ONE YOU THOUGHT WOULD BE 
THE FUTURE RULER OF THE LAND... 


FIFTEEN YEARS AGO 
ON THAT MOUNTAIN 


EVEN Z CAN SEE THIS BALLOON IS NO 
OMEN OF POWER - - IT IS MERELY 
A SYMBOL OF PRIDE AND VANITY! 


YOUR JEALOUSY OF THE TRUE 
VENI-YAN-CARI HAS BLINDED YOU - - 
AND YOU HAVE BADLY 
MISCALCULATED, MY SISTER. 
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OLD MAN’S CAVE 


BLOOD MOON 


OLD MAN’S CAVE 
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BLOOD MOON 


= = a 
° bel \ 
. ie <5 
CAN YOU WALK? , \/ 
WE HAVE TO xf 
GET OUT FANE. GIRL. 
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OLD MAN’S CAVE 


7 [ AREY “h ry 
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eoeTO BE CONTINUED. 


Asout JEFF SMITH 
JEFF SMITH was born and raised in the American Midwest 
and learned about cartooning from comic strips, comic 
books, and watching animated shorts on TV. After four 
years of drawing comic strips for The Ohio State University’s 
student newspaper and co-founding Character Builders 
animation studio in 1986, Smith launched the comic book 
BONE in 1991. Between BONE and other comics projects, 
Smith spends much of his time on the international guest 


circuit promoting comics and the art of graphic novels. 


More asout BONE 


An instant classic when it first appeared in the U.S. as an 


underground comic book in 1991, Bone has since garnered 
38 international awards and sold a million copies in 15 
languages. Now Scholastic’s GRAPHIX imprint is publishing 
full-color graphic novel editions of the nine-book BONE 
series. Look for the continuing adventures of the Bone 


cousins in Ghost Circles. 


BOOK SIX OF BONE 
The showdown between the Hooded One and the 
people of the valley begins. Thorn and Phoney Bone 
seem to be at the center of the maelstrom. Will they 
survive the Hooded One’s sacrificial ceremony by the 
light of the blood moon? 
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